Endocrine changes associated with the human aging process: II. Effect of age on the number and size of thyrotropin immunoreactive cells in the human pituitary.
The thyrotropin immunoreactive cells in the pituitaries of 40 patients of varying ages were quantified after immunocytochemical staining. Thyrotroph hypertrophy and relative hyperplasia were both present in aged pituitaries. No consistent relation with the histologic features of the thyroid or adrenal, or with the cause of death, was demonstrable.